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Inviting all to know Christ, grow in Christ, and share Christõs love.    

W W W . P R E S B Y . N E T September 1 -30, 2016  

  
 

Worship Schedule 
 

 10:00 Sanctuary Service 
10:00 Bridge Service 

     (Lower Level) 
 

 

Church School  
Childrenõs Classes 

will resume September 11. 
& 

Adult/Youth Classes 
held at 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. 

 

September 4 
Worship TOGETHER in the Bridge 

Then Picnic TOGETHER  
 

Include First Presbyterian Church in your Labor Day weekend 
plans! On September 4, we worship TOGETHER in the Bridge for 
the first time ever.  Come experience worship in this casual, comfortable 
environment.  Enjoy children dancing on our brand new stage.  And then 
head to the portico (on the Gordon Street side of the building) for a 
picnic. 
 

Please bring either a side dish or a dessert.  Meat 
and drinks will be provided. 

 

ñThe Spiritual Gift of Generosityò 
Sunday, September 11, 11:15 a.m. 

Speaker:  Dr. Pete McCown, President, 
 Community Foundation of Elkhart County 

 
We have heard how giving of our time, talent, and money changes the life of 
others. How might it change our lives as well?  How do we make faithful 
choices as Christians? What might the spiritual practice of generosity look like 
in our daily lives? 
 

Bring your thoughts and questions to a presentation and conversation with Dr. 
Pete McCown, president of the Elkhart Community Foundation since 2011. 
 

Prior to assuming the Presidency of the Community Foundation, McCown 
served as a Professor of Business and Vice President for Advancement at 
Bethel College.  McCown holds graduate degrees (a Masters in Education 
and a Ph.D. in Social Science) from the State University of New York.  He 
also holds a Masters in Business Administration from Indiana Wesleyan 
University.  Pete and his wife, Wendy, recently celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary.  They are the parents of four teenage sons ages 19-15 and a 
daughter, age 14.  Pete and Wendy are active members of Granger 
Community Church. 
 

We are grateful to Pete McCown for the gifts he will share with us on Sunday, 
September 11. Mark your calendar! 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stfrancismil.org%2Fimages%2Fuploads%2Fevents%2FPICNIC.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stfrancismil.org%2Fevents%2Fst.-francis-parish-picnic&docid=q04MtvORXqILyM&tbnid=9b0T1qyuzkGFhM%3A&w=1920&h=1121&hl
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As some of you may be aware, I turn 40 this month, on September 2nd.  Iôve been celebrating and 
reflecting upon the gift of my life all summer long.  What you may not know is that I invested a 
great deal of energy in my youth and young adult years in the cause of peacemaking.  I 
reconnected with this commitment (never abandoned, though it has taken different forms over the 
years) by serving as vice moderator of the General Assembly Committee on Peacemaking and 
International Issues in Portland, Oregon this past June.   
 
I was proud of the way this committee worked together, across differences, to advance the cause 
of peace in the world.  Here are five peacemaking affirmations that emerged from our work 
together: 

a.   We affirm that peacemaking is essential to our faith in Godôs reconciling work in 
Jesus Christ, whose love and justice challenge evil and hatred, and whose call 
gives our church a mission to present alternatives to violence.   
 

b.    We confess that we have sinned by participating in acts of violence, both 
structural and physical, or by our failure to respond to acts and threats of violence 
with ministries of justice, healing, and reconciliation.  
 

c.     We follow Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace and Reconciler, and reclaim the power 
of nonviolent love evident in his life and teaching, his healings and reversals of evil, 
his cross and resurrection. 
 
 

d.     Learning from nonviolent struggles and counting the costs of war, we draw 
upon the traditions of Just War, Christian pacifism, and Just Peacemaking to 
cultivate moral imagination and discern Godôs redemptive work in history. We 
commit ourselves to studying and practicing nonviolent means of conflict 
resolution, nonviolent methods for social change, and nonviolent opposition to 
war. Even as we actively engage in a peace discernment process, we commit 
ourselves to continuing the long tradition of support by the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) for our sisters and brothers who serve in the United States military, 
veterans, and their families. We promise to support materially and socially veterans 
of war who suffer injury in body, mind, or spirit, even as we work toward the day 
when they will need to fight no more. 
 

e.     We place our faith, hope, and trust in God alone. We renounce violence as a 
means to further selfish national interests, to procure wealth, or to dominate others. 
We will practice boldly the things that make for peace and look for the day when 
'they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore.' 
 

The Presbyterian Church is not a Peace Church in the way many churches, especially in this 
region (i.e. Mennonite, Brethren) are.  Peace churches are committed to pacifism in all 
circumstances.  Our church sustains a diversity of views on the use of force, and other matters of 
peace and justice.  Such diversity is true on many matters, not only matters of peace and justice. 
The Presbyterian Church is a big tent, with a breadth of perspective that makes space for diverse 
people.  What this means is that church itself gives us an opportunity to make peace between 
differing worldviews and commitments.  With these affirmations we are committing ourselves to 
greater study and practice of nonviolenceð in all spheres of our lives and the world.   
 
How might we grow in our commitment to and practice of peacemaking this year?  How might we 
study and embrace non-violence?  I am joining the steering committee of Peopleôs History of 
Elkhart, an organization that seeks to bridge historic divides in this community. Might you respond 
to the invitation to think more intentionally about race by participating in our book study in October 
and November?  Or volunteer at Beardsley school? Or work to strengthen a relationship with 
someone different from you? Or support vets as they recover from war? Let peace begin with us.  
And let me know how itôs going! 

 Pastor Sarah 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday School starts on September 11 for kindergarten thru 
high school.  On that day we will register all students, even if 
they have participated in Sunday School before.  Parents 
please fill out registration forms for your children.  We like to 
keep all information updated and current. 
 
We would like to have additional teachers.  If you have one 
Sunday or more a month to devote to our youth, we would 
love to have you!  Curriculum is supplied and if you've never 
taught before, I would be happy to teach you the basics.  If 
you have taught before please prayerfully consider doing so 
again for the benefit of our youth.  We are looking for 
substitutes as well.  Our new Sunday School curriculum is 

"Spill the Beans" and we've been using it for the children's worship projects since late spring.  It 
seems to offer a lot of variety for everyone. 

.ǊƛƎƛǧŜ 9ǾŜƴǎ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

όртпύнто-нофо 
ǘǊƻǇƛǎƘŜƭƭǎϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ 

 

 

 

The Reverend Dr. Mark C. Mueller will preach  
on World Communion Sunday, October 2 

 
Mark Mueller has a heart for world mission. Many of us heard him preach at Presbytery this year 
and we were inspired. We are delighted to welcome him to First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
October 2. The church around the world celebrates this day as ñWorld Communion Sunday.ò Here 
at First Presbyterian, it will be a combined service with both the traditional service and Bridge 
service in the Sanctuary.  
 
Mark became the senior pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Valparaiso in January 2016. A 
graduate of Louisville Theological Seminary, Mark has served churches in Spanish Fort, Foley, 
Mobile and Huntsville (all in Alabama).  Mark serves on the board of The Outreach Foundation, an 
organization dedicated to evangelism and mission. He has participated in numerous worldwide 
mission endeavors in Uganda, Iraq, Cuba, Haiti, Rwanda, Lebanon, Syria, and Mexico and now 
has friends around the world.  Mark is married to Toby, also a Presbyterian minister. They have two 
daughters and a new son-in-law.   

Bookmark Presby.Live and be sure to check out this page at least once or twice a week.  It 
is updated every Wednesday and includes resources to help you prepare for worship, participate 
in worship, or follow-up on worship.  Suggestions for at-home activities to strengthen your faith are 
included each week. If you scroll down to the bottom of the page youôll see links to current 
announcements, this is another great way to keep up to date on the life of your church. 
 
Anna Parkinson reported in the Bridge on August 21 that they were playing one of the YouTube 
videos, of Jackie Evancho singing the Lordôs Prayer during breakfast and Noah, their toddler, was 
absolutely mesmerized.  This is a GREAT tool for all ages.  Check it out! 
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Hear ye, hear ye!  Calling all adults 
and older youth to jump into Sunday 
morning education this September!   
 
The Wired Word will continue at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Reception Room each week.  If you 
arenôt already on the advance email list, sign up now with the pastors to be able to 
prepare for these excellent conversations about current news in light of our faith.   

But hereôs something newð at 11:15 a.m. we have special, additional offerings 
throughout the month of September and likely through October.   

September 11ï Pete McCown, from the Elkhart Community Foundation, will speak in 
the Reception Room about creating a culture of generosity (see article on cover).   

September 18ï Val Priller, principal of Beardsley Elementary, will speak in the 
Reception Room, about the progress in that school and our ongoing relationship of 
support with them.   

September 25ï There will be an intergenerational event in which we TRULY hope a 
wide cross section of our church family will participate in preparation for World 
Communion Sunday the following week.  Missing your grandkids?  Adopt some of the 
kids in our church for an hour and join in this event! 

October 2ï Mark Mueller, guest preacher for the day, will share pictures and stories 
from his many experiences in global mission, in the reception room.  (See article on 
page 3). 

Come and grow in Christ! 

Second Sundays, 
 5:00 p.m. 

Iechyd Da Brewery 
316 N. Main St, 

46516 
 

Topic This month:  Hellð Something we 
Presbyterians donôt talk much about! 
See you on September 11 at the pub!  Invite 
and bring friends! 

 

First Wednesday  
Taiz® Services 
Continue 

September 7, 2016 
 

A peaceful hour of 
song, silence, scripture, 
prayer, and candlelight 
in the chapel, every first 
Wednesday.  Bring a 
friend and join us! 

Adult Education Opportunities 

COMING IN OCTOBER,  
A BOOK STUDY FOR ALL ADULTS!  

 
Have you been troubled by the flare up of racial tension and conflict in our 
country once more? Well, hereôs something we can doé the Co-
Moderators of the Presbyterian Church (USA) have asked all churches to 
read ñWaking Up Whiteò  to help us grow in our racial consciousness.  On 
five Wednesday evenings in October and November (10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 
11/9, 11/16) we will  facilitate discussions of this book between 6:00 and 
7:00 p.m., after supper!  If Wednesday nights are not good for you, you can form a book 
group of your own, or use this in an existing group.  We will create an on-line forum for 
discussion of the book as well.   

We will happily order copies of this book for as many people as are interested.  Please let 
the church office know by 9/25 if youôd like us to order a book for you.  New copies are 
available for about $12.00ï if you are able to reimburse the church for the cost of the book 
weôd be grateful.  

 

Interested in 

a new small 
group?  Talk 

to one of the  
 Pastors 

about  

starting  
one.  
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One Familyôs Generous Gift: The Miller Endowment 
 

 

Have you attended Jazz Sunday at First Presbyterian Church? Perhaps you 
came to last yearôs Carrie Newcomer concert? Did you know that new 
concerts are being planned for 2017? 
 

All these are the legacy of the Miller Endowment for Arts and Enrichment. 
They came about because one church member remembered First 
Presbyterian Church in their will. 
 

Tom Miller tells the family story, ñWhen my father was alive, he was very 
private about his philanthropy.  He was on the board of Trustees for a 
while.  On some Sundays I helped him and others count the donations from 
the offering plates.  There was always a group of people doing thatðNEVER 
only one person to tempt any light fingers. é My father was never seen 
putting anything into an offering plate.  He preferred the annual donation.ò 
  

ñWhen my dad [Ralph Miller] died, my mom wanted to do something in his 
memory. My mom used a local decorator to redecorate what is now the 
Gathering Place for punch and cookies.  There is a small plaque on the wall 
mentioning the memory of Ralph Milleré 
 

ñAfter my momôs funeral, Pastor Hank Blunk and I talked about doing 
something at the church in memory of my parents. Hank told a story about a 
Presbyterian endowment that is used to help ministers buy books.  With the 
onset of Amazon.com, buying books these days is not a big deal.  The big 
deal is that this Presbyterian endowment is still functioning after being started 
in the early 1800ôs.  An endowment can last for many years beyond some 
physical item. 
 

ñHank suggested that the Miller Endowment be used for arts and 
entertainment.ò  That is rather open-ended allowing for flexibility to purchase 
artwork like the painting of the old church or speaker fees. Hank also had the 
idea that when the endowment pays for ñentertainmentò (music, speakers, 
etc.) the ñentertainmentò should be open to the Elkhart community, not just  
church members. 
 

THANK YOU MILLER FAMILY! We are grateful for this ñgift that keeps on 
giving.ò The Miller Endowment allows our church to make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord! 
 

Would you consider putting the church in your will?  
 
Would you like to offer a lifetime legacy of faith to this congregation and community? 
 
If so, please contact Bruce Carter, chair of Planned Giving: bcarter@bcaconsultants.com 
or Stu Barb, chair of the Foundation: stuart@maddenmfg.com. 

http://amazon.com
mailto:bcarter@bcaconsultants.com
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Leadership Updates from Summer 2016 

 

Session Highlights 

¶ Your pastors have returned from vacation refreshed and especially eager to work on 
improving race relations in Elkhart and the racial consciousness of this congregation. 

¶ Pastor Rebecca is working with a new, interracial, Mayoral Clergy Council, convened by 
Mayor Neese)  and has offered our church for a community wide Thanksgiving Service on 
Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 23. 

¶ The serving commission announced that Sunday conversations scheduled for September 
and October and the Alternative Gift Fair is scheduled for November 13 and 20.  Susie 
Lehman is recruiting volunteers for the Beardsley Elementary School tutoring project ð  
30-30-30. Please call the church if you can participate. 

¶ The Stewardship team has been hard at work planning the fall campaign and another 
planned giving group is working to educate the congregation about opportunities for legacy 
gifts.  

¶ The Session voted to host the Presbytery of Wabash Valley on Tuesday, November 
15.  This is the day on which Pastor Sarah will be installed as Moderator of the 
Presbytery.  We hope many members of the church will assist with hospitality 
(parking lot greeters, door greeters, kitchen help, etc.)  If you are able to assist, 
please let Cinda know.  We also hope many in the congregation will observe the 
meeting to 1) learn more about our presbytery, and 2) participate in Pastor Sarahôs 
installation as moderator.   

 

Deacon Highlights 

¶ The outstanding ministry of visitation of this faithful board continues.  If you are longing for 
a visit, please let us know! 

¶ Additional donors of food for funeral meals are needed.  If you are able and willing to 
contribute food for funeral meals, please let John Hutchings know and you will be added to 
the call list.  

 

Trustees Highlights 

¶     Steve Eldridge, Braden McCormick, and Mike OôNeil presented the Samaritan Center Task 
Force Proposal. The cost to restore the Samaritan Center for use as a residential property 
would run $20,000 or more. It is not usable as a commercial property. Another possibility 
is to demolish the building and restore the site for use as a playground or parking lot. A 
joint decision will be made in September with Session and brought to a congregational 
meeting. 

¶    Long Range Plans: the east parking lot project is on hold after receiving high estimates. 
Plans for laying new carpet in major public corridors of the building is moving forward.  
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Andy Braden graduated with highest distinction from the School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs (SPEA) at IU Bloomington.  He was 
elected president of the student body and chosen to serve on the Board of 
Aeons. He has also enjoyed performing weekly with the Awkward Silence 
improv comedy group.  He is in an accelerated master's degree program in 
SPEA.  After a summer internship at the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau in D.C., he will return to Bloomington for a year to complete his 
master's. 

 
 
Both Scott and Ross Linton graduated from Indiana University this Spring, 
Scott Linton holds a Bachelor's Degree in Business Marketing and  Ross 
Linton holds a Bachelor's Degree in Business Finance.  

 
 
Rachel Swanson, a 2016 graduate of Elkhart Central 
High School, plans to attend Belmont University in 
Nashville, Tennessee this fall.  She will be studying 
Music Business, with a concentration on song writing.  
Rachel is the daughter of Mike and Teresa Swanson, 
with brothers Joe and Steven, all of whom, attend the 
Bridge worship service and regularly contribute to 
musical performance for the service. 
 
 
Angela Thammavongsa, a 2016 graduate of Elkhart Central High 
School, daughter of Smiley and Nouhak Thammavongsa, granddaughter 
of Nom Thammavongsa.  Angela has four siblings, Smiley, Somkeing, 
Faith, and Hope.   No picture was available at the time of this printing. 

Graduates 2016 

 

Each year, the Presbyterian Beneficence Scholarship award is presented to one or more 
graduating high school seniors who have been active members in the life of our church. 
 

This year, a Beneficence Scholarship was awarded to Rachel Swanson.  Rachel has been an 
active member of Bridge Worship and the Bridge Band. 

 
Rachel wrote: 
 

Thank you so much for the scholarship and the blessings towards 
my college future.  I remember when my family decided to change 
churches when I was eight and how apprehensive I was about 
starting somewhere new.  Fortunately, First Pres became a 
welcoming and friendly place where I grew up. From musicals with 
Celia to singing in the Bridge Band, Iôll always cherish the time 
spent with this community.  Canôt wait to come back and sing 
some more songs!   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
8:00 SC 

9:00 Threads  

9:00 SC 

9:00 & 10:00 Tai Chi  

 

7:00 Long-Range 

Planning  

2 

 

 

Office closes  

at noon  

3 

4  Communion  

 

Combined Service 

in the Bridge with 

a picnic following  

 

No Church School  

 

5  Labor Day  

 
OFFICE CLOSED  
 

 

 

6:00 OA 

7:00 AA Committee  

8:00 AA 

6 
9:00 Tai Chi  

10:00 Staff  

 

 

5:00 SC 

5:30 AAUW  

 

7 

Regular Schedule  

 

 

No Choirs  

6:00 Taizé Service  

8 
8:00 SC 

9:00 Threads  

9:00 SC 

9:00 & 10:00 Tai Chi  

 

5:00 CAPS 

9 

Office closes  

at noon  

10 

11 

 
Regular Schedule  

12 
9:00 EGS 

 
5:30 Foundation  

6:00 OA 

7:00 EEG 

8:00 AA 

13 

9:00 Tai Chi  

5:00 SC 

5:30 Trustees  &      

Session 

5:30 Coin Club  

6:00 No  Comm. 
7:00 Session  

14 
Regular Schedule  

 

 

5:00 Supper  

6:00 Adult Study  

15 
7:30 SC Board 

8:00 SC 

9:00 Threads  

9:00 SC 

9:00 & 10:00 Tai Chi  

 

6:00 EGS 

16 

 

Office closes  

at noon  

17 

 

Presbytery  

18 

 
Regular Schedule  

19 
 

6:00 OA 

8:00 AA 

20 
9:00 Tai Chi  

21 
Regular Schedule  

 

5:00 Supper  

6:00 Adult Study  

22 
8:00 SC 

9:00 Threads  

9:00 SC 

9:00 & 10:00 Tai Chi  

23 

Office closes  

at noon  

24 

25 

 
Regular Schedule  

26 
 

6:00 OA 

8:00 AA 

27 
9:00 Tai Chi  

28 
Regular Schedule  

 

5:00 Supper  

6:00 Adult Study  

29 
8:00 SC 

9:00 Threads  

9:00 SC 

9:00 & 10:00 Tai Chi  

30 

Office closes  

at noon  

 

September 2016 

 

Regular Sunday Schedule 
   9:00   a.m.   Adult Study 

 9:20 a.m.  Youth Handbell Rehearsal 

 10:00  a.m.    The Bridge Worship Service 
 10:00  a.m.    Sanctuary Worship Service 
 11:00 a.m. Church School (starts 9/14) 
 11:15  a.m. Adult Study 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular Wednesday Schedule 
 

 8:15 a.m. Menôs Prayer Breakfast  
 9:00 a.m. Council on Aging  
10:30 a.m. Samaritan Center  
 11:00  a.m.   Wednesdayôs Table 
 2:00  p.m. Samaritan Center 
 5:00 p.m. Melodia Choir 
 5:00  p.m. Samaritan Center 
 5:30 p.m. Jr. Chorale  
 6:00 p.m. Westminster Choir 
   7:00  p.m.   Bridge Band Rehearsal (BBR) 
 7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CCR) 
 

Legend 
 

 AA  ï  Alcoholics Anonymous 
 BBR ï Bridge Band Rehearsal 
 COA ï Council on Aging 
 EEG  ï  Elkhart Embroiderersô Guild 
 EGS ï Elkhart Genealogy Society 
 OA  ï  Overeaters Anonymous 
 MPB ï Menôs Prayer Breakfast 
 SC ï Samaritan Center 
 WT ï Worship Team 
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September Anniversaries  

September Birthdays  

September  1 Alec Scheimann 
September  2 Sarah Sanderson- 
  Doughty 
  Maria Schubert 
September  4 Theresa Maier 
September  7 Norma Boyer 
                         Brent Lea 
  Lynnette Valentijn 
September  8 Barbara Adcock 
                          Dennis Hoffer 

September 12 Christine Rice 
                         Mason Braden 
September 14 Smiley  
                         Thammavongsa 
September 16 Lori Eber 
September 17 Chad Gernand 
September 19 Dave Steede 
September 21 Sydney Rieckhoff 
  David Parkinson 
September 24 Matt Windy 

September 29 Mac Boyer 
              Erin Greising 
September 30   Chris Gobble 

September   1 Kimberly & George Compton 
September 21  Sarah and Kevin Sanderson-Doughty 
September 23 Kay & Dale South 
September 24 Susie & Dave Lehman 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ      
The next newsletter will be emailed on September 23 

and available for friends without emails on September 25 
and mailed the following week to those who are not in worship.   

The article deadline is September 15. 

 

 

July Statistics 
 

                         July 2016               Year to Date                 2016 Goal 
Pledges $26,064.79 $184,623.05 $357,482.00 
Unpledged $1,561.00 $13,455.00 $25,000.00 
Total $27,625.79 $198,078.05 $382,482.00 

 
                1/1/2016              Gain/Loss              Current          % Change 
 
Membership  250               9/10                    249         -.004 
Pledging Units        118 
Attendance   
 2015 Mo. Avg.   199                        
Last Month (June)      177  
% Change  -.11 
2016 Mo. Average 131  

 
 
Pledged giving is currently behindð probably due to summer travels!  Weôd 
appreciate if youôd catch up your pledges soon! 
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Our church has supported and assisted Beardsley School (our neighboring school) for nearly 20 
years. Church members are noon-time readers and have tutored students through the Cares 
Program.  We have provided book bags, back packs, and school supplies.  We painted the 
school library walls and hallways.  Flowers and shrubs were planted at the school entrance.  
Throughout the years, the church has funded many field trips and provided funds for desperately 
needed clothing ð including underwear and girlôs sports uniforms.  Val Priller, Principal at 
Beardsley School, the staff, and teachers are very grateful for all you have done.  You have 
helped to make a differenceé 
 
The school has again requested 30 volunteers to spend 30 minutes with 30 students (one childð
one adult ) once a week.  You will be working with ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS: 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th grade students who are struggling with English.  You will work on vocabulary, read 
stories, and play word games.  Materials and instructions will be provided and teachers will assist 
you.  You may pick the time and day that works best for you. 
 
Most of the ELL group are respectful and hard working Hispanic children.  Many come from 
homes where only Spanish is spoken.  The goal is to help them get to a level where they are 
independent learners and move on to graduate.  English as a Second Language teacher, Tammy 
Smith quoted. ñThe academic piece is the focus, but the relationship is so beneficial.  These 
adults are here just for them, and you canôt put a price on that.ò  
 
The target date to begin 30 30 30 is September 19.  Before this September date there will be an 
ñon siteò orientation meeting at Beardsley School. 
 
Just 30 minutes.  Once a week.  You can make a difference in the life and future of a child! 
 
For questions or more information email Susie Lehman at sblehman@maplenet.net.  Call the 
church office at 264-3109 to sign-up. 
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What?  Whatõs  

involved?  

When? Who can tell me 

more?  

Sign up 

with whom?  

Sign up by 

when? 

30-30-30ï   

tutoring at 

Beardsley  

Elementary  

Working with one 

student who is 

working to learn 

English for 30 mins 

a weekï  

curriculum  

provided 

Starting 9/14 

weekly, during 

school hours, as 

you are able, in a 

window that 

works for you 

and the child 

Susie Lehman- elder 

chair of Serving  

Commission 

sblehman,  

@maplenet.net.   

Church Officeï 

574-264-3109 

cinda 

@presby.net 

ASAP 

 

Providing  

Hospitality for  

Fellowship 

Events 

Donating food, 

helping to set up, 

serve, clean up 

10/2 Reception 

after combined 

worship 

11/13  

Commitment 

Sunday  

Fellowship 

Harriet Sloop. 

elder chair of  

Welcoming  

Commission 

hsloop@frontier.com 

Harriet Sloop,  

hsloop@ 

frontier.com 

By end of  

September for  

October event, by 

end of October for 

November event 

Ushering for the 

Sanctuary  

Service 

Arrive half an hour 

before  

worship, greet  

worshippers  

warmly, distribute  

bulletins, collect 

offering during 

service 

4 ushers needed 

every Sundayð 

you can do it 

monthly,  

quarterly, or  

annuallyð  

whatever works 

for you 

Pat Van Dyke, elder 

on Spiritual Formation 

Commission 

574-295-1183 

  

Or catch her in church 

office on Tuesdays  

Church Office  

574-264-3109 

cinda 

@presby.net 

Anytimeé  

Sing in Choir  Weekly  

rehearsal on 

Wednesdays,  

singing in  

Sanctuary  

Service on Sunday 

mornings 

Wednesday  

rehearsals  

starting 9/14 

7-8 p.m. 

Sunday  

rehearsal at 9  

singing in 10 

Sanctuary  

Celia Weiss,  

Director of Music 

celia@presby.net 

574-390-9118 

Celia Weiss,  

director of 

music 

celia 

@presby.net 

574-390-9118 

Anytimeï ideally 

before 9/14  

(As Celia is  

recovering from 

surgery, feel free 

to sign up through 

church office.) 

Teaching 

Sunday School 

or assisting with 

childrenôs  

worship  

activities  

Facilitate  

activities to help 

children engage 

with the scripture 

and focus of  

worship on any 

given day 

Regular teachers 

and substitute 

teachers needed 

to teach in the 

11:00 hour  

starting 9/11 

Helpers in  

worship needed 

every week, both 

services. 

Brigitte Evens.  

Childrenôs Minister 

tropishells 

@aol.com 

574-485-3388 

Brigitte Evens 

tropishells 

@aol.com 

574-485-3388 

ASAP and any 

time 

Helping to Host 

the Presbytery 

of Wabash  

Valley 

Parking Lot  

helpers, door  

greeters, kitchen 

help, set up, clean 

up 

Tuesday,  

11/15, 9:00 a.m.-

5:00 p.m. 

 

Harriet Sloop 

hsloop@frontier.com 

Harriet Sloop,  

hsloop@ 

frontier.com 

or church  

office- 

574-264-3109  

By 11/1/16 

Supporting our 

On-Line  

Presence 

Drafting or  

transcribing 

content for web 

page, sharing posts 

on social media 

Any time- Andy 

McCaskey is 

hoping to teach a 

class on how to 

scribe for the 

website soon!  

Andy McCaskey,  

Elder Member of  

Welcoming  

Commission 

andy.mccaskey@ 

gmail.com 

By e-mailing 

Andy 

McCaskey or 

contacting  

Pastor Sarah 

pastorsarah 

@presby.net 

Anytime 

Opportunities to Serve  
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MUSIC NOTES 

 

Our choir year will begin on Wednesday evening, September 14 for 
Chancel Choir and Youth Choirs.  Celia Weiss directs all choirs, which 
meet in the Choir Room (west of the sanctuary) at these times: 
 

Melodia Choir (grades K-2):  5:00-5:25 p.m. 
Sings occasionally for the 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary service. 

 

Jr. Chorale (grades 3-5):  5:30-6:00 p.m. 
Sings occasionally for the 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary service. 
 

Westminster Choir (grades 6-12):  6:00-6:30 p.m. 
We will learn music and share in dramatic readings and other creative activities to 
enhance our worship together in the 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary service. 

 

Youth Hand Bell Choir (grades 3-12) 
The Youth Hand Bell Choir for grades 3-12 will resume again in 
September.  We practice on Sunday mornings before Sunday School.  If you 
are interested in becoming part of this fun group, please contact Will Evens at 
574-273-2393. 

 

Chancel Choir (adults):  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Sings for the 10:00 a.m. sanctuary service weekly. 
 

We are extending a warm invitation to new singers to join us as 
we prepare music to sing for our sanctuary service.  We will share 
in worship on Sunday mornings, beginning September 18.  The 
music will be enjoyable to sing, and the atmosphere spirited as 
we praise God through music. For more information, please 
contact Celia Weiss. 
   

   Please join us as we sing to the glory of God! 
 

   Celia Weiss, Director of Music and Organist 

 

 

 

Save the Date!  
ñHealthy Congregationsò Workshop 

 
If you could attend only one event this year, come to  ñHealthy 
Congregations.ò It takes place on Friday evening, November 18 and all 
day Saturday, November 19.  Richard Blackburn, Executive Director of the 
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center will lead the ñHealthy Congregationsò 
workshop. He is an ordained minister in the Mennonite Church, and served 
ten years as chairperson of the Peace and Justice Committee of the 
Mennonite Church. 
 
The pastors, Session, Deacons, and Trustees will attend. We see this 
workshop as a key to the health of our congregationôs future. Weôd like you 
to be there too.  
 
This workshop will be held at our church.  Please mark your calendars and 
make plans to participate.   


